From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 05:52:56 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 00:52:56 -0500
Message-Id: <199506180401.XAA08162@uro.theporch.com>
From: n7oo@hereford.ampr.org (Jack Taylor)
Subject: 2 more books FS

The other night "Front Line" on PBS had an interesting program concerning
the issue of cancer and power line radiation.  For those interested in this
topic, try to catch it when it comes around again.  Meanwhile here is a very
well documented book: "Extremely Low Frequency Electromagnetic Fields: The
Question of Cancer" edited by Bary Wilson, Richard Stevens and Larry
Anderson, 1990, hard cover, 383 pages.  the inside fly leaf reads:

"Power-frequency electric and magnetic fields are products of technological
advances to which virtually everyone on our planet is exposed.  Possible
links between exposure to extremely low frequency (ELF) electromagnetic
fields and increased cancer risk have become an important issue for the
scientific community, environmental groups, and the electric utility
industry, as well as the general public. 

 Starting with a nontechnical introduction to the subject and progressing
through presentation and discussion of the latest reseach, this volume
provides a timely and comprehensive treatment of the ongoing scientific work
related to the question of ELF fields and cancer and should be of value to
the interested lay reader as well as to policymakers and scientitsts working
in the area. 

 Possible mechanisims for increased cancer risk related to ELF field-induced
phenomena at the atomic, molecular, and cellular levels, as well as animal
and human effects, are considered from the perspectives of cell biology,
neuroendocrinology, oncology, and physics.  As a contribution to the
understanding of ELF field effects, the book goes beyond presentation of the
research to propose testable hypotheses and suggestions on further work that
could reduce the uncertainty regarding possible consequences of ELF field
exposure on cancer risk."

A MUST for every BA shelf, excellent condition, $10.00 postpaid

========================================================

"Reference Data For Radio Engineers",  the ITT 6th edition, 1975 version,
hard cover about 2 inches thick and in fair to good condition.  This one is
also a MUST for every serious BA shelf.  $15.00 (it's heavy) postpaid.

73 de Jack





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 15:10:54 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 10:10:54 -0500
Message-Id:  <9506181006.aa21900@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: A case for "wasting" bandwidth

Apologies to Michael for using his post to Marc, but this presented a 
good opportunity to address a few things:

> Sorry for waste of bandwidth.....
> Marc - I have been trying to send you e-mail but it bounces back every time.
First, this is a proper use (in my opinion) of the list... getting to 
someone whose address doesn't seem to respond to direct "assault"  ;^)

If also indicates, very clearly and better than I ever could, how 
"fickle" the InterNet mail delivery can be... everything can appear 
fine business, and mail bounces, often with nothing the sender can do.

The list frequently encounters instances where postings can not be 
delivered to a particular site because of a momentary outage or change 
that results in bounces or whatever.

Most frequently, this also happens so that the person on the "other 
side" can send mail out, asking about why mail isn't getting back IN, 
but the return is undeliverable! Happens every day... it is 
frustrating for all hands, but hang in there... I just see lots of it.

And finally, the most significant waste of bandwidth seems to be posts 
that include huge sections of someone else's post with only a few 
comments. This seems to be an unnecessary source of "noise" in that it 
gives everyone on the list the impression that the re-poster is not 
willing to invest the intellectual effort to edit the original message 
and expects everyone else on the list to do it for him/her.

No one is being singled out, but in the past few days, several posts 
have been rejected by the list processor because the included text 
even included the line about the x-processor version number! Please, 
someone tell me: What possible relevance does the list processor 
version have to ANYTHING discussed on the Boatanchors list?

First correct answer, other than NO relevance at all, gets a genuine 
boatanchor antique prize for the shack wall!

Please, ya'll, edit the attributions to what is germane and relevant 
and try not to ask the rest of us to do it for you... this isn't about 
bandwidth so much as plain, simple courtesy.
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 12:14:45 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 07:14:45 -0500
Message-Id: <199506181211.FAA00337@ix3.ix.netcom.com>
From: nielw@ix.netcom.com (Niel Wiegand)
Subject: A H Emery Go Devil Bug

I have an mid 1930s A. H. Emery Go Devil as pictured on pg 30 of 
Ingram's "Keys, Keys Keys" that I'm considering putting up for sale but 
I'm having trouble establishing a price. The only hint I have is in 
Ingram's book he says only about 400 were made.

Has anyone had any experience buying/selling/coveting one of these that 
can give me a little guildance?

tnx es 73, Niel - WA5VLZ



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 23:32:36 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 18:32:36 -0500
Message-Id: <9506182332.AA24135@bobcat.etsu.edu>
From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier)
Subject: ad in paper

Here's an ad from the local "nickle saver" paper - I don't know
if these are BAs - in fact I've got no idea what they are or if
this is a reasonable price - this would be in western Colorado...
Sounds large/heavy though...
=====

Communication system, microwave, military, 3 complete units
OA-8044A/TRC-97A by Radiation Systems, Antenna group
ANTRC-97A, OA 7161A/TRC97A by RCA. Government cost $248,000
each. All three units #3600.  We load, you haul.

920-856-7303

=====

73 de WB5KXH



     ===== Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! ======
  Bob Wier, keeper of the Photo-3D, Icom radio (WB5KXH),
  Overland Trails, and Motorola HC11 mailing lists
         wier@bobcat.etsu.edu

   currently in Ouray, Co at 8,000 ft. elevation
       (this is a *high level* system :-)





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 03:46:40 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 22:46:40 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950618214102.jproc@>
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: BA Haunts


Dick,

I didn't realize that you were involved in radio from a historical 
perspective. Here is another BA haunt for your records and for those BA 
enthusiasts who live in the central portion of the US or Canada, you may be 
interested to know that there is an amateur radio museum located in Manitoba. 
Address is:

Manitoba Amateur Radio Museum
c/o Manitoba Agricultural Museum
Box 10 
Austin Manitoba
R0H 0C0 

I don't have the phone number or operating schedule handy, however, it would 
be best to call in advance of a visit.

 
Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc   VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida  Toronto, Ontario 
-------------------------------------





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 16:21:42 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 11:21:42 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950618115549.5677F-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <ras@us.net>
Subject: BA'er Miffs Telex, et al

What follows is quoted from Amateur Radio Newsline #931 16 Jun 1995 with
apparent reference to the QST article on rig shopping by boatanchorite
Larry Keith.  You may recall that the Amateur Radio Industry Group is the
same bunch that allegedly conspired to propose the "slow-code" 10 wpm
license in a closed door meeting at Dayton last year, but were foiled
primarily due to responses to articles published in both Electric Radio
and the AM Press Exchange newsletter. 
 
======================= <TEXT FOLLOWS> =======================
 
             MANUFACTURER UPSET WITH QST STORY
 
   Telex Corporations Steve Morris K7LXC is angry with the
 American Radio Relay League over an article in the April issue of
 QST Magazine and he has made his frustration known to other
 members of the ham radio business community.
 
   According to the May 15th W5YI Report ham radio newsletter,
 Morris vented his anger with the QST article at the Amateur Radio
 Industry Group meeting held in conjunction with the recent Dayton
 Hamvention.  There says W5YI, the Telex representative gave a
 presentation that was extremely critical of an article that he
 says urges new hams to shop for equipment using 800 telephone
 numbers rather than patronizing local dealers.
 
   Morris said that he strongly objected to the League publishing
 an equipment purchasing system that he considers as being
 detrimental to the amateur radio equipment supply industry.  This,
 because it plays one mail order firm against another.
 
   The ARRL has not commented officially or publicly on Morris
 comments and it is very unlikely that they will.  This, based is
 the long standing albeit unofficial policy of never to commenting
 on matters of internal policy.
 
   Also, there is another question to be answered.  That being if
 W5YI did the proper thing in publishing the story in the first
 place.
 
   Since its inception, the industry association has had a rule
 that says matters discussed at these meetings are considered as
 being top secret confidential.  Like a closed board of directors
 meeting of a private corporation.
 
   As such, the ham radio press is there only as an unofficial
 guest.  Those press people who attend have long known that they
 are supposed to leave their reporters note pads at the door or not
 bother to walk in.
 
========================= <END TEXT> =========================

  <ras@us.net>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 15:25:52 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 10:25:52 -0500
Message-Id:  <9506181023.aa22172@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: Boatanchors: The movie

Tony-

> A while back, I bought an industrial grade SVHS camcorder and recently had
> a wild and crazy idea to use it to videotape boatanchors and their "parents"
> to put together about an hour or two video.
Crazy? NO WAY!!! A WONDERFUL IDEA! Wish I had thought of it *and* had 
the time to do it... good luck, and I'd sure like ot buy a copy...

> Later this Summer I'm
> planning to make an auto trip from Northern Virginia to Fort Worth and
> Austin via Knoxville, Nashville, Memphis, Little Rock, and Texarkana.
Be SURE to call and stop by to see Hank Clark, W2IQ, who lives in 
Dandridge, Tenn, not far off your path through Tennessee.

Hank has been given several OLD firebottles, and he LOVES building 
period rigs around them! His 160 meter station is a thing of more than 
beauty... things are mounted externally, and OSHA would have a stroke, 
but Hank builds'em like they used to be, and seeing his set-up is the 
most wonderful voyage through the time-warp available in the area.

He has several other rigs built to period spec and type. I am trying 
to get Hank to send me some negatives (I left him at the Knoxville 
HamFest two weeks ago, grumbling about being obligated because I gave 
him money to cover postage! ;^) or enlargments so I can scan them and 
place them in the archives for all to enjoy... having them on video 
with commentary from Hank would be some really fine FINE boatanchor 
lore! Please stop an visit him...

> anybody along that route is willing to spend a few minutes showing off
> your boatanchors for the camera, particularly military or unusual ones,
> please let me know. 
Hank's collection is unusual and well worth your time... I'll keep an 
eye and ear out for others. Thanks for the effort on your end...
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 20:05:40 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 15:05:40 -0500
Message-Id: <MAILQUEUE-101.950618150116.384@vilas.uwex.edu>
From: "Terry O'Laughlin"  <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu>
Subject: Re: Brit engineering

> > Hail Lucas, Prince of Darkness!  73, mike k
> >
> Forget not the wonders of Smith instruments....designed to fail
> while sitting quietly on the shelf of a parts house!  I once went
> through five brand new oil pressure gauges before finding one
> that worked.  And the dealer said I was lucky.

Long before I fell under the spell of military boatanchors, I owned
several Austin-Healeys and MGs.  My hands were always greasy but they
were fun.  Street legal go-carts.  Smith oil pressure gauges are the
only ones that twitch along with every fluctuation in oil pressure.
They had to be that sensitive to keep the driver informed of the
inevitable imminent disaster.

My favorite Lucas joke was the picture of a Lucas headlight switch
with three positions labelled, DIM, FLICKERING and OFF.  That sums it
up nicely.

As an engineering professor of mine once said, "What a nation of
putterers."  Ever work on an older Rolls-Royce?  EVERYTHING can be
disassembled to replace the smallest part.  A tinkerer's delight.

On the positive side, the British cars and radios I've owned are a
delight to operate.  The MG Midgets and Austin-Healey 3000s I owned
were a joy to drive.  Their engineering specs (acceleration,
cornering, reliability...) have been eclipsed by modern commuter
boxes like Toyota Corollas and VW Rabbits.  But the older MGs and AHs
were so much more fun to use, just like boatanchors.  My Eddystone
and Racal shortwaves are the same way.  The British know how to
engineer a little fun into the ergonomics.

73s     Terry O'     WB9GVB



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 20:36:49 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 15:36:49 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950618133007.12461A-100000@crl2.crl.com>
From: Steven Wilson <randyw@crl.com>
Subject: Re: Brit engineering

Yes the Brits knew how to design MG's...     Also being a MG lover
and rebuilder I was amazed to find that it could always get me home,
only the Brits would build an electrical system so that always one
side of the auto would work.  Not always the same side but at least
one side......

Gee they are fun to drive.....    The more you run them the better
they run....     Still own 5.......   Just like radios they keep
following me home.     hi de stan ak0b




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 22:25:21 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 17:25:21 -0500
Message-Id: <66556.ddillman@igc.apc.org>
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: Brit engineering


They didn't run in the wet, the Smiths water temperature needle edged up 
into the oil pressure scale of the dual gauge, the lever action shocks were 
a pain and of course the body and chassis were cleverly engineered with 
openings and recesses in just the exact spots to swallow up the dropped 
socket, never to be seen again.  The underside of my firend's Sunbeam 
Alpine was apparently designed by an expert in fluid dynamics as crossing 
the smallest puddle at even the most moderate speeds would result in a most 
satisfying geyser of muddy water spouting up from around the gear shift.  
On my Austin Healey 3000 I finally gave up trying to keep water out of the 
cockpit and drilled drain holes in the floor.  And yes, their specs have 
been eclipsed by the likes of the Honda Accord long ago.

But who's going to get that far away look remembering their Honda?  Very 
few, I reckon.  This weekend we had a micro-car meet in San Francisco.  You 
know - Isettas, Messerschmitts and the wacko owners to go with them.  Just 
like BA enthusiasts.  But there was one bug-eye Sprite.  And, while 
checking it out, I was no longer in San Francisco but back on Long Island 
in the early 60s when my first real girl friend had such a Sprite when I 
had my Austin Healey 3000 Mk III.  I've never forgotten those days, the 
cars or her.

                                 Dick Dillman 
                     "If I Can Lift It I'm Not Interested"
                            <ddillman@igc.apc.org>



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 00:01:40 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 19:01:40 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9506181716.B3551-0100000@indy2>
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net>
Subject: Re: Brit engineering


Hi!

   I'm pretty amused by all of the (fond!) references to British cars not 
starting in the wet and litany of related awfuls.  Not to mention how 
*many* of us have or had such cars.

   The only small British car I know at all well is the '73 MGB.  My 
first one had teminal rust when I bought it ($300!) but the second is out 
in the garage right now and was my only transportation until I got 
married.  The *only* starting problem I had was when the original, 
ancient batteries in the first 'B finally died one winter and had to be 
replaced.  Both cars were driven daily and parked outdoors; criminal but 
A) I could afford them and B) Unlike most cars of that vintage, I could 
keep them going--between the straightforward engineering and the 
wonderful Haynes, etc. manuals, it doesn't much background to figure them 
out.  ...The engine would be a problem for me, but those little engines 
just run and run if folks have kept the oil topped up.

   Poor Mr. Lucas gets too much bad press; by the early 1970s, all it 
took to keep the electrics going was to get it clean and keep it clean.  
It won't tolerate neglect, but just like the rest of the car, the 
electrical system is perfectly fine if kept up.  (And at least idiots 
can't put the wrong kind of fluid in them!)

   Shortly before we were wed, Dean got an '81 XJ-6.  Lucas electricals 
again!  After replacing a few overpriced switches and cleaning up a 
couple of connectors, it all worked a-okay and stayed that way.  (It was 
rear-ended and totalled two years ago.  I cried).

   Like boatanchors, British cars can get in awful shape if they're not 
taken care of, but they respond well to TLC and provide endless enjoyment 
when they're put right again!

   ob-BA: right after I was relicensed, I put a RS 10m phone rig in the 
'B, with a 102" whip on the right fender.  Don't try this!  Even with the 
simple rig, I "ran out of hands" a lot...anything with more knobs would 
have been a sure invitation to bump into something.  Eeek!

   73,
   --Bobbi



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 04:04:19 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 23:04:19 -0500
Message-Id: <85463.ddillman@igc.apc.org>
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: CV Tube Equivalents


A week or so ago I asked about US equivalnets for the CV prefix tubes in my 
British RA-17L.  The general opinion seemed to be that many CVs have US 
counterparts and Peter Carran/ZL3UBW was good enough to supply cross 
references for a few of them.

I've listed the as yet unreferenced CVs in my RA-17L below and would be 
grateful for any help in identifying the equivalent US tubes.

     CV-1832
     CV-3998
     CV-4007
     CV-4009
     CV-4012
     CV-4014
     CV-4064

     And

     ECC-189

                                 Dick Dillman 
                     "If I Can Lift It I'm Not Interested"
                            <ddillman@igc.apc.org>



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 20:40:06 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 15:40:06 -0500
Message-Id: <199506182037.NAA09517@mailhost.primenet.com>
From: nx7u@primenet.com (Scott Townley)
Subject: Re: Daddy, What's A Tube?

At 23:21 17.06.1995 -0500, Terry O'Laughlin wrote:
>Actually I adapted that subject line from the Utah Phillips song,
>"Daddy, What's A Train?".
>
>I'm not surprised that people don't know what tubes are.  Most people
>don't care what's inside the techno-boxes that serve them.  The way
>things are going, most hams will be like that.
>
>The incident that made me feel dated occurred when the neighbors eight
>year old boy asked to use the phone in my shaack.  I handed it to him
>and turned back to the bench.  "How do I use this?" he said.  He'd
>never seen a rotary dial.
>
>I never thought I'd be an old fart at forty.  

Hell, I never thought I would be at THIRTY.
I was at a local swapmeet last year (Rawhide in Scottsdale, AZ-a relatively
small affair).  I had a handful of 304TL and 4-400A TX tubes that I was
*trying* to sell.  Most looked and walked away, probably wondering why
anyone would bother with such obsolete technology.  
The end for me came when two boys, about 14 years old and both sporting the
obligatory VHF rice boxes on their belts, came up and asked about the tubes.
"What are those?"
me>"they're high power tubes for amplifiers"
"What's a tube?" together with *very* puzzled looks.

Now, I can understand Joe Six-Pack down the street not having any cognition
of what goes into electronics, or its history for that matter, but actual,
bona-fide RADIO AMATEURS?????

>From this I guess you can tell what my feelings are about the "more hams
make better hams" mentality permeating some sectors of the amateur service.

Off the soapbox now...
Scott Townley
nx7u@primenet.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 06:09:19 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 01:09:19 -0500
Message-Id: <803452780.9714173@AppleLink.Apple.COM>
From: FRANCIS4@applelink.apple.com (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: Disco vacuuo?

Hey, waitaminute! Disco may be dead, but it's not useless:
 
Name that tune:
 
To my surprise...
300 watts on high!
 
Bearings gettin loose,
Fallin out from misuse.
 
Finals were flamin,
Outa control.
 
It gets so entertanin.
When the filaments all glow.
 
I heard somebody call;
 
See Que See Que
Vacuum inferno!
See Que See Que
Get that callsign down
 
etc...
 
I know, don't give up my day job.
 
-df
 
 
 
 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 06:22:23 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 01:22:23 -0500
Message-Id: <199506180626.XAA06917@mozart.bcit.bc.ca>
From: "Colin Schmutter" <Colin.Schmutter@theporch.com>
Subject: Drake DC-4 power supply for sale

For sale Drake DC-4  12 volt converter for sale.

$110 US plus shipping.

If interested please reply to cschmutter@bcit.bc.ca

Colin

VE7CQH




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 15:54:46 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 10:54:46 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950618114404.5677B-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <ras@us.net>
Subject: Re: Hacked Command Sets

On Sun, 18 Jun 1995, Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com wrote:
 
> Great post by Hank.  I largely agree.  Some surplus gear should be
> preserved unaltered, for displays, for restored ships abd aricraft
> etc., but basically that stuff was *meant* to be hacked and used when
> it first came on the market.
 
Maybe "when it first came on the market", but not now.  What else could 
anyone expect when you could buy a whole command set from a surplus 
dealer, never mind finding a hamfest bargain, less expensively than you 
could buy its variable capacitors.  I confess to ruining a few $4 
BC-whatevers back in the mid-1950's, but that was then and doing it now, 
when unmodified sets have virtually become an endangered species, simply 
isn't called for.
 
> I'm led to post a few questions and thoughts of my own --
>
> * How do people feel about hacking modern ricebox gear?
 
By all means and I suggest using a double bladed axe!
 
I'm looking forward to the time when whomever is supporting Yae-Com-Wood
prices during the time after the 40% decline in the dollar v. the Yen
quits doing so and they are priced out of the market.  Maybe then we'll
see a TR-8, 9, 10, etc. come out of Miamisburg.  When the 144/440 brick
starting prices break $500, I think we'll see a lot of other problems go
away too. 
 
This was a topic of discusion among some us at the QCWA chapter meeting 
yesterday.  I think that we agreed that the Japanese electronics industry 
has plundered the US amateur market long enough.  
 
73,

Tony
K4KYO


  <ras@us.net>






From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 03:44:09 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 22:44:09 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950618211228.jproc@>
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: Hacked Equipment

Dear BA's,

I would like to add my two cents worth to the thread on 'hacked' equipment. 
The world 'hacking' has a negative connotation depending upon one's 
interpretation of the word. In my vocabulary, hacking is a 'butcher job 
inflicted on any piece of equipment by some incompentent clod who passes 
himself off as a technician. On the other hand, the phrase 'equipment 
modification' CAN take on a different meaning. My perecpetion of a 
modification is: any alteration done to a piece of equipment in a 
professional and competant manner to correct a design flaw or to 
rectify a 'post production' problem. I don't have any problem in owning 
equipment that has been modified in a professional manner. Here's a 
rhetorical question - should one put up with a drifting VFO in a vintage 
transmitter, do nothing, and stare at it sitting on the shelf OR correct the 
problem and use the gear with satisfaction? Sometimes, the answer doesn't 
come easily. In other cases, it's a 'no-brainer'.   

In the past, I have been faced with the modification problem may times. Here 
are some examples:

I own a KW2000B tube transceiver of 1967 British design. The method of 
interconnecting the CW key is absolutely 'brain-dead'. In order to connect a 
key, one has to solder the two leads to a male octal socket, then plug it in 
to the chassis. To correct this shortcoming, I removed the 'receive antenna 
only' coax connector and installed a 1/4" phono jack. Did I ruin the set  - 
not really because the mod can be undone. I received great satisfaction in 
knowing that I was able to rectify a minor design flaw.  If I pass on the 
equipment to someone else, will they undo the mod? Not likely because I have 
made the equipment easier to use. I must agree with Hank van Cleef's phrase  
about 'blue collar equipment'.
     
The Heathkit SB104 transceiver aboard the ship has been modified as well. 
It's a solid state unit of 1977 vintage, but I totally disagree with 
Heathkit's design philospohy of using RCA jacks for RF connectors, so I 
replaced the chassis RCA jacks with BNC types. I realize that I may have only 
improved upon a perceived problem, but it did made me feel better and 
piece of mind is worth something. 

To answer a question on a recent posting - would you modify a Japanese rice 
box? Although I have never owned a rice box, I would not hesitate to make an 
internal modification which would improve performance. I must admit that I am 
still hesitant to drill a hole through the front panel of any piece of 
equipment, modern or vintage. Any mod that can convince me to do this must be 
really worthwhile.

In 1991, I bought a BC453 receiver complete with dynamotor. The unit is 
great provided it's mounted in a WW2 aircraft. However, in my home where it 
is very quiet, the lack of a control head and remote control cable make the  
receiver unpleasant to use due to the noise produced by the dynamotor. Rather 
than have the BC453 sitting around and collecting dust, I removed the noisy 
dynamotor and carefully modified the receiver so that it delivers its vintage 
sound in a manner pleasant to my ears. This may be heresy to the purists 
among our ranks, howvever, I am am trying to keep my feet planted in both 
camps.
 
The last example is probably the thorniest of all and I am presenting this 
'real time' example as something that I have been wrestling with for the last 
several months. Aboard ship, I have an E.H. Scott RCK receiver. It's only a 4 
channel, crystal controlled unit (range 110 to 160 Mhz) that I originally 
acquired for $40. To date, I have spent $61 on crystals into order to have 
made 3 out of the 4 channels operational. I could have installed a 
modification that would give the receiver the ability to tune +/-10 Mhz on 
either side of any crystal and permit it to receive many more frequencies 
than it was designed to do. Now comes the dilema - should I install the mod 
and turn it into a 'blue collar' receiver or leave it in its current 
pristine state? In the future, will I be chastised by some peer for modifying 
the set or will someone pass judgement that I was a visionary?  Now comes the 
burning question - should I modify it or not? I am willing to entertain any 
pro/con opinions and we have a live example to work with.  

Am I advocating to modify or not to modify vintage gear? I don't have any 
black and white answers. You be the judge.


Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc   VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida  Toronto, Ontario 
-------------------------------------





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 01:50:26 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 20:50:26 -0500
Message-Id: <950619014031_74723.2416_EHL131-1@CompuServe.COM>
From: "Linton G. & Cheryl K.  Robert" <74723.2416@compuserve.com>
Subject: Hallicrafters S-38D for sale

Please post the following:

FOR SALE: Hallicafters SX-38D.  Very good condx.  Small, silver colored
entry-level tabletop with slide-rule dial was a lot of guys' and gals' first
rx...$50, u pay shipping. 

Tnx!

Lin/KJ6EFL

CompuServe 74723,2416




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 06:21:52 1995
Date: Mon, 19 Jun 1995 01:21:52 -0500
Message-Id: <950619021850_97631637@aol.com>
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: HAMMARLUND RECONTIONED

RECONDITIONING THESE LABORS OF LOVE IS AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, NO SMALL TASK.
FROM CLEANING CHASIS'S
TO CLIBRATION AND ALLIMENT AND DON'T FORGET COSMEDICS.  I OFFER THE FOLLOWING
ALL WITH 30 WARRANTY:
HQ-100   $175.00
HQ-110A  $225.00
HQ-110AC  $275.00
HQ-105TRC W/OCT-8,MIC,XTALS,S-100 (RARE UNIT)  $450.00
HQ-215 W/ 2 COLLINS MECH. FILTERS (ANOTHER RARE UNIT)  $600.00

ALL ARE PLUS SHIPPING

I ALSO HAVE COMPUTOR MATCHED GREY & TRIM GREY
IN 16oz. CANS . $15.00 EA.  THE GREY WILL MATCH ANY UNIT W/ THE DARK GREY
 SUCH AS 170 180 HX50 HXL-ONE ECT. IT IS LAQ. BASE, SO YOU NEED TO PREP
ACCORDINGLY.

AS HAS BEEN STATED, THIS IS MY LABOR OF HAMMARLUND LOVE.  AND TRYING TO
PRESERVE ONE OF THE FINEST NAMES IN AMERICAN AMATEUR RADIO.

YES I HAVE SEVERAL THOUSAND PARTS BOTH NEW AND USED, BUT I DON'T HAVE
EVERYTHING EVERYONE WILL NEED (MURPHY'S LAW) BUT  I WILL  DO MY BEST TO FIND
YOUR NEED OR STEER YOU IN A DIRECTION TO FIND IT.

THANKS TOO ALL THE MANY WHO HAVE PLACED MY NAME HERE, AND MADE THE KIND
STATEMENTS ABOUT ME AND MY ENDLESS LOVE & HOBBIE WITH HAMMARLUND.

IF I CAN BE OF HELP TO ANY OF YOU, JUST ASK!!

MANY THANKS 
ROBERT



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 06:06:57 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 01:06:57 -0500
Message-Id: <950616222846_96548648@aol.com>
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: HAMMARLUND WANTED

looking for HAMMARLUND manuals, including sp-600 t.o.'s.
sp-200/400 manuals, and all other HQ manuals.
also, parts, accessories, spec sheets, catalogs, any and all from the factory
files and or information.
spc-10 ssb adapter for sp600
sp600jx21a
hc-10
hq-150
xtal calibrator's
anything that is hammarlund i may be interested in.

e-mail or call robert at 517-789-6721 est

thank you



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 02:35:58 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 21:35:58 -0500
Message-Id: <MAILQUEUE-101.950618213225.416@vilas.uwex.edu>
From: "Terry O'Laughlin"  <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu>
Subject: Historic FCC BAs

Anyone else catch the 1941 picture of the Laurel, MD FCC monitoring
post on page 1 of the New York Times business section?  It was a
great 8" x 10" shot showing six Hallicrafters SX-28 Super Skyriders,
an LM frequency meter and a bunch of accessories I couldn't identify.
The jump had a picture of the inside of a mobile unit.  The rear seat
had what looked like an SX-36 and some strange cylindrical unit above
it.  I believe it was in the NYT last Tuesday, June 13th.  The story
didn't have any historical info, just the continuing sad tale of
Congressfolk turning control of communications over to their campaign
contributors.

I heard a rumor that the monitoring post system is closing down.
Only three remote controlled sites will remain.  I toured Allegan, MI
a few years ago.  The antenna farm was amazing.  The modified
Wullenweber HF-DF antenna still had nuvistor preamps.  Tubes!  Add
in five HF rhombics, three Beverage antennas and the three towers
with VHF and up antennas.  Hard to imagine all that being dismantled
or abandoned.  I remember how fast I repaired my equipment when I got
my first pink ticket in the early 70s.

73s     Terry O'     WB9GVB



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 03:22:07 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 22:22:07 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950618231807.jproc@jproc>
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: RE: Historic FCC BAs 



>I heard a rumor that the FCC monitoring post system is closing down.
>Only three remote controlled sites will remain.

Terry,

This is not a rumor. It is true and there was an article about it in the May 
1995 Monitoring Times magazine. This sounds like another decision made by 
politicians whose brains have short-circuited. To requote something that I 
read recently - Can you fit more cars into a parking lot if you remove the 
lines?


Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc   VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida  Toronto, Ontario 
-------------------------------------





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 06:11:46 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 01:11:46 -0500
Message-Id: <803453779.7075188@AppleLink.Apple.COM>
From: FRANCIS4@applelink.apple.com (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: Historic Sites (Tesla)

Anybody poking around Long Island ought to try and see the site of Nicola
Tesla's transmitter facility.  He also did some experiments here in Colorado
Springs. (There is a privately run Tesla Museum a little east of downtown.)
Nick was fooling around with high power LF RF before most of the less eccentric
even knew what it was. He thought it would be possible to send energy without
wires over great distances.  He's also the one who invented polyphase AC, which
was then commercialized by Westinghouse.  In any event, he did lots of work in
the New York area, including blowning up his lab, before and after his stay in
Colorado Springs.
 
-df
 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 14:00:17 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 09:00:17 -0500
Message-Id: <39062.ddillman@igc.apc.org>
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: Historic Sites (Tesla)

On Sun, 18 Jun 1995 01:09:29 -0500, 
Francis, Dexter  <FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM> wrote:

>In any event, he did lots of work in
>the New York area, including blowning up his lab, before and after his stay in
>Colorado Springs.

Figuratively perhaps, but not literally.  A few years ago I tracked down 
the Tesla site on Long Island.  The wooden tower is gone of course, but the 
building is still there, now on the grounds of a photo supply company.

                                 Dick Dillman 
                     "If I Can Lift It I'm Not Interested"
                            <ddillman@igc.apc.org>



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 05:55:35 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 00:55:35 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950616125042.jproc@>
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: Re: Historical BA Haunts 



>        Are you aware of any historical sites in Northern New England or
>Maritime Provinces worthy of an expedition? 
>
Paul

Try and visit HMCS Sackville Naval Museum in Halifax. She is the only example 
left of a Canadian built corvette. Sad to say, we only have two warship 
museums in Canada even though this country had the world's third largest 
navy at the close of WW2. Haida is the other naval museum. 

On Sackville, the radio room is next to the bridge and I'm told that the BA's 
in the room are viewable. Several years ago, she was restored back to her 
1944 configuration at a cost of $1.5 million.

Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc, VE3FAB
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Toronto, Ontario  
-------------------------------------





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 19:25:49 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 14:25:49 -0500
Message-Id: <9506181818.AA03885@mirage>
From: mirage!pamars@uhura.neoucom.EDU (P.A.Marshall)
Subject: Lab equipment FS (update)

Following up on my effort to rescue a ton (Possably a literial statement)
of BA laboratory equipment, here is the next batch that I have checked
out.  One storage area down, four more to go.  I can't keep more than a
fraction of this lode, so if anyone has a hankering for any of the following,
drop me a line, because I would realy like to find a good home for most of
this stuff.

All these items are in very good cosmetic condition, they were stashed in
utility access areas in the late 60's, and have been heated and dry as a
result of this, disturbed only by maint. dudes, untill management uncovered
them earlier this year.

RCA WO-88A scope (basic functions OK)  There are a few of these, uses 7
  7&9 pin tubes, very open construction (ie, not many parts), the one I
  have checked out was just like new on the inside.
Berkley model 554 event counter w/ 1 sec timebase (counts OK, TB OK)

I need some 5R4s and 6L6s to check out some regulated HV supplies, if
any one has any that they would like to sell, swap or donate. pls write.

Note to those who asked me to hold items from my first list, please get
back to me before my next post, I can't hold stuff for very long.

Al Marshall	"Real Radios Glow in the Dark"	  almarshall@acm.org

As nightfall does not come at once, neither does oppression.  In both
instances, there is a twilight when everything remains seemingly unchanged.
And it is in such twilight that we all must be most aware of change in the
air--however slight--lest we become unwitting victims of the darkness.
						Justice William O. Douglas




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 15:57:05 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 10:57:05 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950618114509.5677C-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <ras@us.net>
Subject: Re: Mods?? We don't need no stinkin' mods...

 
On Sat, 17 Jun 1995, don merz wrote:
 
> For me, this hobby is all about experiencing radio the way the
> original owners of this equipment experienced it. If I want SSB,
> I'll use an SSB-era radio. If I want selectivity, I'll use a
> selective rig. But when I want to feel the earth move under the
> HT-4, I want it to feel the same as it did in 1940 when the rig was 
> made.
>
> Military carbon mics stink. But the feel of a classic tank radio mic
> is worth as much as its' sound. Stay with the original. It's worth it.
 
BRAVO Don!!!  It couldn't have been said better!

  <ras@us.net>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 05:41:22 1995
Date: Mon, 19 Jun 1995 00:41:22 -0500
Message-Id: <803540269.8793452@AppleLink.Apple.COM>
From: FRANCIS4@applelink.apple.com (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: My *last* song...

I absolutely promise that this is my *last* song posting.
I just couldn't help myself.  There had to be a rocker too.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
       Chineese Tubes
 
The transconductance is down
and the envelope's not round
It's emission levels are low.
When the cathode and the getter
could be doin better
and the filaments won't glow.
The audio sounds strange
and the tuning's out of range
 
Well, I'm talkin `bout the
talkin `bout the Chineese tubes
Whoa No!
Oh No!
Chineese tubes
Whoa No!
Chineese tubes
 
Now the grids and the plate
aren't doin so great
The supressor's glowin blue.
When the level of the vacuum
is lower in your bathroom
and the spacers all arc thru.
The cage assembly looks strange
and the button stem's deranged
 
Well, I'm talkin `bout the
talkin `bout the Chineese tubes
Whoa No!
Oh No!
Chineese tubes
Whoa No!
Chineese tubes
 
If high power modulation
causes you frustration
and the full swing time is too slow
When the grid won't dip
and the output power is zip
and the picture is all snow
You think radio's a pain
and America's lost the game
 
Well, I'm talkin `bout the
talkin `bout the Chineese tubes
Whoa No!
Oh No!
Chineese tubes
Whoa No!
Chineese tubes
 
Every day there's a new batch a comin'
down at the surplus store.
Little alien sockets, all packed up in boxes.
Please don't send us any more.
Chineese tubes
Whoa No!
Chineese tubes
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
"Let the flames begin..."
 
-df
 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 12:45:33 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 07:45:33 -0500
Message-Id: <199506180542.AA21817@comm.Tandem.COM>
From: BRICKEY_PETER@Tandem.COM
Subject: Need a Hallicrafters SR-150 manual

Hi;
  I picked up a Hallicrafters SR-150 at the last Foothill meet and
would like to get a manual for it.  I would prefer an original and
have either a SR-400 or FPM-200 manual to trade.  On the other hand,
I will also pay cash.

             73's
                   Peter



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 12:11:11 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 07:11:11 -0500
Message-Id:  <9506180655.aa20074@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: List Admin/Owner BoatAnchor Mail List <listown@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: Network Problem?

> For some reason I ceased receiving BA mail yesterday (Friday) AM.
At about 10:30, the network connection suddenly rolled over an died...
I was at work at the time, and didn't return home until almost 
midnight.

This was compounded by the fact that Phil is out of town for several 
days, and his house-sitter is not computer-literate. His system was 
fine, but the ISDN link to the InterNet was locked up for reasons we 
do not understand... So, mail stayed on the outside, and on the 
inside, and nothing as transferred, save between theporch and 
jackatak.

Yesterday was also the Nashville HamFest, and I had a "Tech Table" to 
set up for checking out flea market purchases. I left the house well 
before six AM and returned about dinner time to the house.

I did what I could to reset Phil's system from a remote location, but 
I couldn't clear the line until the house-sitter returned... at 9:30 
CDT Saturday night (6/17)

So, the network was just plain shut-off during the Friday 10:30 AM to 
Saturday 10:00 PM time slot. I am sorry for all the frustration, 
concerns, and problems this may have caused.

However, periodic outages along the long-path of the InterNet are a 
simple *fact* of life. I had other priorities, and I make no excuses 
for taking so long to get the connect re-established. Phil and 
theporch system are about 10 miles from my home/system, and to reset 
this problem require access to Phil's house/system. It just happened 
as soon as I could make it happen.

> If you are working the problem, sorry to bother you.
Not a bother... and the problem is solved for now... Since I just got 
the message this morning (Sunday at 6:30 AM) I am responding well 
after the message was sent, but it did not get through the Net 
connection until late last night, and I went to bed while my system 
and Phil's were swapping the multi-megabytes of deliver failure 
natices and messages... about TWO Meg!

> If not, should I just re-subscribe or what?
> I am receiving other mail OK.
The problem was on this end... Your other mail would work fine...
No need to resubscribe, and I appreciate your enthusiasm for the list.
Thanks for being patient, ya'll...
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
*               - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - -                  *
| Jack GF Hill        |Voice: (615) 459-2636|             Ham Call: W4PPT  |
* P. O. Box 1685      |Modem: (615) 377-5980|  Bicycling and SCUBA Diving  *
| Brentwood, TN  37024|Fax:   (615) 459-0038|          Life Member - ARRL  |
* listown@jackatak.theporch.com-"Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" *




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 07:15:11 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 02:15:11 -0500
Message-Id: <9506180708.AA03298@legend>
From: rblank@legend.txdirect.net (Richard A. Blank)
Subject: New Acquisitions and HamCom

There was a flurry of mail here commenting about 
the change in Hamfests and the demographics of
those attending and I'll go along with many of the
observations.  When I think back to the '70s and the
fact that a lot of us BA types started collecting
20 to 30 year old stuff then and look at what the 
new hams of today are buying, stuff that
is 10 to 20 years old for them was made after most of us
got interested in the "Real Radios" as is too new for 
us to care about!  Also, it takes more time to 
build rigs than to just buy one, takes more learning
to be able to run a BA properly than it does to 
just flick a switch,  it takes more involvement to
get a BA running (most of the time, it seems!) and
keep it alive and well, and a lot of folks out there
just don't want to commit themselves to that amount
of work...oh well, the better for us, huh?

HamCom was a pretty good meet, I did miss the Hallicrafters
Cyclone and HA-20 remote VFO, I wanted the VFO for my 
Cyclone III, I don't know if it sold or if the guy
who had it just left after not seling the setup...

As it was, I did not end up buying anything but a battery
and charger for my 70cm/23cm talkie and I was able to 
pay my quarterly income tax ripoff. Thanks to all who 
responded about the gear I had for sale, it's all gone,
maybe next year....

This past week has been one of the most prolific
weeks I have had in picking up "new" boatanchors
for the collection here....

First, after my buddy Bill, K5LLK and I got back
from HamCom last saturday, he gave me a Racal 
RA6217A receiver that was intermittent...After
spending most of Sunday going over the thing and
cleaning and lubing the moving parts (the radio is
a Watley Loop rig with seperate MHz and KHz crank-
knobs kinda like the R390 and a mechanical readout
like the Veeder-Root on the 390's) I got it running,
and so cleaned it thouroughly and have enjoyed using 
a little more modern SS boatanchor....Question: Anyone
have any info on aligning, etc., the RA6217A?  It is
a fairly complex little piece of gear with all sub-
assemblies enclosed in seperate metal cans....I don't
really want to go in and start diddling with things 
that I have no idea what they do!

Then, this Saturday, I went and purchased the radio estate
of a ham who had not been active since the 1960's,
the latest piece of gear he had was a Heathkit SB-400,
and have a few jewels in the bunch: An EAC R390A in 
good working and not bad cosmetic condition, in fact, I
cleaned it up Saturday evening and am listening
to the BBC right now (0100 local, Sunday morn) on it, I
think after a little tweaking and lubing of the mechanics
that it will be as smooth in operation as the 
Collins R390/URR that I went thru a couple of years ago.
I may do the audio mods, though, it is definately not as
"smooth" sounding as the R390/URR..one of which was also in
the lot but needs work, oh well, I have 3 of them, I ought
to be able to put together one more out of 'em!

There was also an R274 (SX-73) in the group, and it works,
but, at 1200Kc (a local AM radio station, WOAI) read 20Kc
high, besides needing a thourough cleaning, looks like a 
thourough alignment is in order, too.  Any hints or suggestions
on the care and feeding of this beast?  I also need manuals
for it.

There are a number of ARC-12 type rigs, as I get more of them, 
I'll report as to what they are, but the crowning piece of the
whole collection was the Navy Model TCK-7 transmitter!  What a 
beast!  My BC-610-I is nothing like this complex little critter!
The transmitter weighs 285 lbs., is 52-5/16" tall, 25" wide, and
26" deep.  It uses 2-837's, 2-813's, 1-807, 1-6SQ7, 2-6SK7's,
1-6sl7GT, 1-6SJ7, & 1-6SN7GT as tubes.  The PO built a power
supply for it that is every bit as big as a Globe King 500 and
has some massive iron it it!  Moving this thing is gonna be real fun...
at least for this one we found the manual!

The unit has six separate bands and mechanical digital frequency
readouts and covers from 2000 kc to 18100 kc....going to be
interesting to see how this thing works (much less how to 
connect it all up!!!)

There's also a TV-7 and some other things that I already have that'll
end up going to swaps with me.

That's about the end of this report from sunny South Texas, 
more as it develops!

Rick Blank, KI5SL





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 13:49:29 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 08:49:29 -0500
Message-Id: <9506181347.AA16887@bobcat.etsu.edu>
From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier)
Subject: Re: New Acquisitions and HamCom

Then, this Saturday, I went and purchased the radio estate
of a ham who had not been active since the 1960's,
the latest piece of gear he had was a Heathkit SB-400,
                                       ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
=====
This got me to thinking - was there anything "beyond" the SB 500?

I know the following

SB100 - transceiver
SB200 - linear amp
SB300 - receiver
SB400 - transmitter
SB500 - 2 meter transverter
SB600 & beyond..???

Thanks & 73 de WB5KXH



     ===== Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! ======
Bob Wier, keeper of the Photo-3d, Icom radio (WB5KXH),
 Motorola HC11, and Overland Trails mailing lists
         wier@bobcat.etsu.edu

currently in Ouray, Co at 8,000 ft. elevation
    (this is a *high level* system :-)





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 21:12:07 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 16:12:07 -0500
Message-Id: <F6GH5524.F6GH5535@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Potato guns

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Re. "Spud Guns":

Would you believe that here in Wisconsin the antigun hysteria got so bad last
year that there was a SERIOUS bill introduced in the State Legislature to BAN
SPUD GUNS, along with "assault" rifles?

An outraged State senator ranted from the podium about the plans he'd received
by answering an ad in Shotgun News and sending in $5.00. Waving the incrimin-
ating 2 or 3 page document, the red faced senator demanded that the BATF and
US Postal Service be lobbied to prevent the dissemination of this anarchic in-
formation across state lines.

There was considerable heated debate (along with much snickering over the incl-
usion of Spud guns in a gun control bill), which included BANNING THE SALE OF
THE MATERIALS USED TO BUILD SPUD GUNS!


I'm NOT making this stuff up folks. Honest.


Some other Senator, commenting on the materials ban provision, promptly obser-
ved (with a straight face) that if PVC pipe is outlawed, only outlaws will have
PVC pipe!

When the impracticallity of banning the barrel material became apparent, the
first clown...  er, pardon me,"Senator", took a new tack. He suggested banning
the sale of the spud gun propellant to minors.

I ask you: how would you enforce a ban on the sale of hair spray to minors?

The entire gun bill was defeated, I suspect because of the absurdity of the
Spud Gun rider that this bozo attached.

About all I can say is "Never overestimate the IQ of a politician".


That kind of toy has been around for a LONG time.

Back in the college dorm, your room wasn't considered complete unless you had
(if you'll pardon the experssion) a "Polish Mortar", and a supply of tennis
ball ammunition. This critter is a smaller, cheaper, and less powerful cousin
of the Spud Gun.

You simply took two of the old fashioned steel beer cans. Cut the top out of
one, and the top AND bottom out of the other with a can opener. They were att-
ached end to end with duct tape around the joint (my deluxe version was sweat
soldered first with my trusty American Beauty). A touch hole was punched thru
the side near the closed breech end.

The propellant in this thing was a small amount of Ronson Lighter Fluid,
squirted thru the touch hole. Shake the beast (to vaporize the fuel and mix
it with oxygen), and apply your lighted Marlboro to the touch hole.

With a muted report, this thing would proceed to launch it's tennis ball pro-
jectile in a truly wicked backhand serve, quite suitable for aiming at the much
hated Residence Hall Advisor (AKA "The Warden", "the Dean's Ass Kisser", etc.).

You could tell when a tennis ball had been used for a LOT of shots, because it
didn't have any fuzz left on it; the propellant burned it all off.

                                               73's,

                                                     Tom, K9TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 01:16:48 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 20:16:48 -0500
Message-Id: <9506190110.AB00910@legend>
From: rblank@legend.txdirect.net (Richard A. Blank)
Subject: Re: Potato guns

>
>The propellant in this thing was a small amount of Ronson Lighter Fluid,
>squirted thru the touch hole. Shake the beast (to vaporize the fuel and mix
>it with oxygen), and apply your lighted Marlboro to the touch hole.
>
>With a muted report, this thing would proceed to launch it's tennis ball pro-
>jectile in a truly wicked backhand serve, quite suitable for aiming at the much
>hated Residence Hall Advisor (AKA "The Warden", "the Dean's Ass Kisser", etc.).
>
>You could tell when a tennis ball had been used for a LOT of shots, because it
>didn't have any fuzz left on it; the propellant burned it all off.
>
>                                               73's,
>
>                                                     Tom, K9TA
>
>
We used to soak the tennis ball in Ronsinol before shoving down about
4 Ballantine's cans ($0.99 a six-pack at the bx)length of a bazooka...
a bucks worth of cans made a good cannon with a combustion chamber,
and what college guy couldn't drink a bucks worth of beer...
when the RA saw a flamin' tennis ball headin' for him, he would scream...
good thing they made those dorms out of cinder block 'cause when that
flaming ball hit the wall it left a spot of flame behind....

Another good gun along the same line was the bottle rocket bazooka, usually
a couple of lengths of metal vacuum cleaner extensions stuck together and an
assistant to load and light...I remember one July 4th when a bunch of us were
at a buds 3rd floor apartment for a party and watching a bozo threaten his
girlfriend down the courtyard about 50yds away...we just happened to have
a couple gross of bottle rockets.....that bozo ran like mad when we 
put together two of these things and four of us started 
popping him with the rockets....the girl came to our party, but that's 
another story...btw, bottle rockets have been outlawed for years here
in our area...I wonder if that jerk went on to be a politician?

73

Rick, KI5SL




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 03:45:43 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 22:45:43 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950618225154.jproc@>
From: jproc@worldlinx.com
Subject: RE: Potato guns 

Tom,

Your post about the banning of potato guns in the Wiscinson legislature was 
most amusing to me and in another way, it was sad. The real problem with 
politicians is not their IQ, but the fact that they don't have real important 
problems to deal with or in many cases, they ignore the real issues and deal 
with the frivolous. Here in the Province of Ontario, our idiotic electorate 
recently voted in a person who claimed he can reduce taxes by 30% and still 
maintain the status quo in other financial areas. Immediately upon election 
to office, he was warned by a leading bond rating agency not to persue his 
election platorm of reducing taxes or risk the lowering of Ontario's credit 
rating. I really don't wan't to discuss stupid politicians or politics, but 
these jerks keep on surfacing all of the time and they just won't go away. We 
all have them in our own backyards don't we?  

When Canada's first female Prime Minister (now an ex), namely Kim Campbell, 
was the Minister of the Environment, she decreed that all PCB's would be 
banned. Her order took on a very warped implimentation from my viewpoint. 
Only a politician is capable of doing this - In Canada, whenever military 
gear was deemed obsolete, it was turned over to the Crown Assets for 
disposal. This could be implimented in the form of a sale to a foreign 
government, selling the goods to the civilian population or shipment directly 
to the landfill site. Guess what they do now? - For all electronic equipment, 
any components which POTENTIALLY might contain PCB's must be identified and 
removed my military personel prior to disposal by Crown Assets. There are no 
standards as to how the componets are removed. In some cases, I have heard 
that a crow bar or 'jackhammer' type of device has been used. Needless to 
say, this policy renders any piece of equipment absolutely useless from a 
viewpoint of monetary recovery for the taxpayer. What do these political 
idiots think that people are going to do? Do they perceive that equipment 
buyers will open up a transformer or capacitor and add the contents to their 
morning coffee or perhaps add the secret PCB spice to the Sunday dinner?  
Removal of PCB laden components from equipment makes as much sense as 
removing the so called 'dangerous' radium painted S' meter in the R392 (or is 
it R390?) receiver.
        
Too bad our politicians can't see fit to get themselves involved in 
rectifying serious social problems. Locally, we have had a very high number 
of incidents of wheels breaking loose from truck trailers. So far, no one has 
raised this to be a big time problem, despite the fact that several days ago 
another truck lost a wheel and nearly killed a police officer in his crusier. 
With the exception of a few honest, hardworking and caring people, I can only 
make one general comment about politicians - What a bunch of wankers! 

Please do not treat this post as a thread to commenting about your local 
politicians and consuming hordes of bandwidth. I just wanted to let 
everyone know how politics and lack of common sense affected the 
disposal/procurement of surplus BA equipment in Canada.   

Regards,
-------------------------------------
Jerry Proc   VE3FAB
E-mail: jproc@worldlinx.com
Radio Restoration Volunteer
HMCS Haida  Toronto, Ontario 
-------------------------------------





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 03:55:02 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 22:55:02 -0500
Message-Id: <199506190351.UAA11550@mailhost.primenet.com>
From: markem@primenet.com (Mark Monninger)
Subject: Re: Potato guns

At 04:10 PM 6/18/95 -0500, TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu wrote:
>to: boatanchors@theporch.com
>
>  [ Description of tennis ball/lighter fluid/beer can mortar}
>
In my dorm we discovered that a CO2 fire extinguisher could lob an egg a
city block or so. The best ones are the 10 lb. units with a conical horn on
a flexible hose. Drop the egg in the horn, aim it a 45 degree angle or so,
and squeeze the handles and off goes the egg. We used them in wars between
the frats and the dormies. It worked best with a fully charged extinguisher.
We couldn't see any difference (after much careful analysis) between firing
the egg small or large end first. The things you learn in college...

Not sure what all this has to do with boatanchors but it's an interesting
discussion...

73...  Mark   AA7TA




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 16:38:57 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 11:38:57 -0500
Message-Id: <121946@w5ddl.aara.org>
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org
Subject: R-390A's, SP-600's etc For Sale

This is a forward for a friend.

Contact Les by phone at 601-864-8384 in Gulfport, Miss.

R-390A Motorola, with black face, 1956 model, w/ cabinet and man
R-390A Amelco, 1962 model w/ cabinet and man

both of these have good PTO's and are in good clean working condition.

SP-600JX26 with cabinet and book, good calibration, good working cond.
SP-600JX28 rack mount custom with covers and spk panel, w/book good working cond

Hallicrafters SX-110

Marconi signal gen with outboard counter

Lots of tubes

If you buy something and pick it up, there is also a free for the asking
SBA-1200 HF amp, 1500 W with cabinet.

again, Contact Les by phone at 601-864-8384 in Gulfport, Miss.

73 de tom



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 06:16:46 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 01:16:46 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.3.91.950618011959.29254A-100000@gxl.woodtech.com>
From: "Frank C. Gilmore Jr." <fgilmore@gxl.woodtech.com>
Subject: Re: RA-17L Arrives!



On Thu, 15 Jun 1995 Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com wrote:

> One of my favorite predictions is that someday, techno-archaeologists
> will conclude that 20th Centrury England was a very hot, dry desert place.
> THis is obvious from their cars -- lousy heaters, and won't start in damp
> weather.  Hail Lucas, Prince of Darkness!  73, mike k
> 

Forget not the wonders of Smith instruments....designed to fail while 
sitting quietly on the shelf of a parts house!  I once went through five 
brand new oil pressure gauges before finding one that worked.  And the 
dealer said I was lucky.

Obviously they didn't make aircraft instruments for Spitfires.

73,
Frank
de K0JPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.-




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 21:16:06 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 16:16:06 -0500
Message-Id: <F6H01827.F6H01838@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Re. Bug question

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Greetings.

   Frank, K0JPJ brought up the fact that the Missouri State Police used to run
CW.

   When I went to school in Ashland (extreme northern Wisconsin) I often wond-
ered about that beautiful open wire fed doublet strung between two very tall
telephone poles behind the State Patrol barracks. This was in the early 1970s.

   That antenna's purpose remained a mystery for a number of years until I
began to work for the State government.

   My job once took me to the roof and penthouse of the Hill Farms State Office
Building in Madison. Among the building's occupants are the Office of Emergency
Government, and the main administrative headquarters of the State Patrol. Among
the dozens of VHF, UHF, and microwave antennas the State Patrol had set up on
that roof was a multiband "fan" dipole antenna which I thought was for the SSB
gear that the Emergency Government folks kept in the basement for contact with
FEMA on HF. Idly tracing the feedline path showed that this wasn't the case.

   Tracing the RG-8, it went into the repeater and microwave relay transmitter
room in the roof penthouse. Tracing it inside, I was surprised to find, tucked
away in a corner, an absolutely beautiful Wilcox CW transmitter with a 250TH
final. The rig was in a 6 or 7 foot enclosed rack, and while it was clearly
hooked up and ready for operation, it was off at the time.

   Examination showed it to be set up for remote control, with maybe a half
dozen crystal controlled frequencies in the 2, 5, 6, and 8 MHz bands.

   I asked one of the State Patrol microwave techs about it. "Oh, that" one
said, "that thing hasn't been on in years. Down on the sixth floor there used
to be a guy at a telegraph key who handled messages to the State Patrol radio
stations in barracks all over the state. The state police microwave system
replaced him in the early 60's, but every so often it would break down on the
microwave hops way up north, and he'd fire this thing up to handle the traffic
to places like Spooner, Hurley, and Ashland. Nobody's used it since he retired
in 1966".


   Just recently I was trying to run down background information on a key in
my collection, a beautiful, chrome plated Vibroplex deluxe "Original" bug.

   As near as I can determine, I'm the key's third owner. The XYL I bought it
from obtained it from a non-ham that she knew from work. He was a radio oper-
ator for the Wisconsin State Patrol who, upon retirement, had no further use
for it. Rather than have it gather dust in a drawer somewhere, he'd passed it
along to someone who could put it to use.

   That bug is a very special one in my collection. It's probably the one that
handled the last CW message traffic for the State of Wisconsin while being run
by the State's last brasspounder.

   Besides, it's one of the best handling bugs I've got, and with all that
chrome plating and red plastic fittings it's also the gaudiest in the collect-
ion!

                                    73's,

                                                Tom, K9TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 22:23:11 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 17:23:11 -0500
Message-Id: <66539.ddillman@igc.apc.org>
From: "Dick Dillman" <ddillman@igc.apc.org>
Subject: Re: Re. Bug question

On Sun, 18 Jun 1995 16:14:16 -0500, 
TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu  <TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu> wrote:

>Idly tracing the feedline path showed that this wasn't the case.
>   Tracing the RG-8, it went into the repeater and microwave relay transmitter
>room in the roof penthouse. Tracing it inside, I was surprised to find, tucked
>away in a corner, an absolutely beautiful Wilcox CW transmitter with a 250TH
>final. The rig was in a 6 or 7 foot enclosed rack, and while it was clearly
>hooked up and ready for operation, it was off at the time.

Tom, you're a man after my own heart.  I just LOVE doing stuff like that. 
Very nice score, I must say.  Is there any chance the Wilcox found its 
way to your shack?

>said, "that thing hasn't been on in years. Down on the sixth floor there used
>to be a guy at a telegraph key who handled messages to the State Patrol radio
>stations in barracks all over the state. The state police microwave system
>replaced him in the early 60's, but every so often it would break down on the
>microwave hops way up north, and he'd fire this thing up to handle the traffic
>to places like Spooner, Hurley, and Ashland. Nobody's used it since he retired
>in 1966".

Indeed, and he was a hero without knowing it.  Puts me in mind of the use 
of CW in transport aircraft which was still occasionally done, I'm told, 
through the early 50s.  A friend and fellow radio officer was headed down 
to the FCC with his six month endorsement pulsing gently in his pocket to 
upgrade his ticket to 1st class radiotelegraph.  I made him promise to get 
the aircraft endorsement which, according to the rules and the application 
form, was still available.

He slid the application with the appropriate box checked off across the 
counter to the clerk, who slid it right back.  "Heh-heh, looks like you 
made a mistake here.  You checked off the aircraft endorsement box."  After 
convincing him there was no mistake and after the Engineer in Charge had 
been called and after a certain amount of running around, a dust-covered 
tome was recovered  from some almost forgotten closet, the dust was blown 
off, and the test was administered.  Copying 25wpm is one thing, but how 
many of you know the Q signal for "When will you land or alight?"  He 
passed and now stands ready to unleash salvos of Morse from any transport 
category aircraft that might require this service.  So far, he has not been 
summoned.

                                 Dick Dillman 
                     "If I Can Lift It I'm Not Interested"
                            <ddillman@igc.apc.org>



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 21:18:39 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 16:18:39 -0500
Message-Id: <F6HH5153.F6HH5203@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Re. The BA Songbook

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Greeting, Troops.

   Re. the question about the original version of "City of New Orleans": the
lyrics were the same as they are now, but a couple of years after writing it
Steve Goodman did some major, musically less conventional changes to the mel-
ody and chord progressions.

   I still remember well his method of introducing the changes.

   On New Year's Eve, WFMT-FM ("The Fine Arts Station") used to have a special
edition of thier folk music show, "The Midnight Special". It ran all night, and
along with the usual recorded fare a studio was thrown open to all the local
folkies who wanted to perform. Goodman, the Holstien Brothers, and all of the
other amazing talent from Chicago's Lincoln Avenue folk music scene would show
up, packing thier guitars and usually a bottle or two.

   Goodman was apparently three quarters in the bag already, but they parked
him in front of a mike and gave him his guitar.

   Not too many folks outside of Chicago's north side knew it, but Steve was an
unbelieveable finger picker who was a match for Leo Kottke or Doc Watson. The
strange part was that as he got drunker, his playing speed would increase and
his style got even MORE elaborate. He may have been too pie-eyed to walk, but
he'd keep that ol' Gibson jumbo just smokin'!

   He led off with "City of New Orleans", and to the surprise of all (including
his fellow folkies in the studio apparently, as gauged by the sudden burst of
whispered comments in the background), he used the newly rewritten melody sect-
ions. I dunno, maybe he was so loaded that he just improvised the new version
on the spot, and when he sobered up and heard an aircheck tape it was so good
that he just adopted it.

   Steve had a habit of mumbling to himself during instrumental breaks, and it
got louder when he drank. After the second verse, he broke into a dazzling imp-
rovised guitar break, going at easily twice the tempo we were used to.

   In the middle of it the open vocal mike caught a slurred background comment
from a clearly inebriated Steve:

                    "Chet Atkins, Eat your heart out!!!"



   In other BOATANCHOR music issues, there's a song that while not strictly BA
related, should be in any possible BA songbook.

   Frankly, it should be the official anthem of AM DXers everywhere.

   In the Country/Western section of your local tunes emporium, look for a CD
by Lionel Cartwright entitled "I Saw It On The Radio". You can't miss it; the
cover photo is a black and white of Cartwright standing in front of the most
magnificent collection of BA broadcast radios from the '30s, '40s, and '50s I
ever saw.

   I hate the idea of buying a CD for just one cut (the rest of it didn't do a
thing for me), but I had to admit that the title cut was worth it. If you
haven't heard this cut, call up your local Country/Western oldies format FM and
request a play.

    "I had a six transistor when I was a kid
    Under my pillow, I kept it hid
    When the lights were out and no one could see
    Over the airwaves the world came to me... "


                                          73's,

                                                  Mr. T., K9TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 01:05:51 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 20:05:51 -0500
Message-Id: <9506190103.AA02831@cen.com>
From: gc@fox.cen.com (Gary Chatters)
Subject: Re:  Re. The BA Songbook

For anyone really interested in amateur radio related music,
you might check out Jim Queen, KB3Y's album "All 'Round Fiddle".
This was released as an LP so you might have a hard time finding a copy
these days.  Copyright dates indicate it came out about 1985.

Along with some traditional tunes are a few of Jim's own compositions,
including "Brass Pounder".

73,

Gary



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 21:14:07 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 16:14:07 -0500
Message-Id: <F6GI5252.F6GI5303@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: The military BA Paradox

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Greetings, Troops.

   Somebody mentioned the apparent paradox that a lot of boatanchor lovers who
are into military gear were members of the '60s Hippy Generation ("...Peace,
Love, and Tie-Dye!"). On the surface, there seems to be a conflict between the
gear and the philosophical positions of the owners.

   I can tell you that NO such paradox exists.

   I pride myself on being one of the last Unreconstructed Hippies; one of the
few who Kept the Faith over the years, in spite of doing some military time.

   You have to look more closely at the Hippy cultural roots to understand the
apparent contradiction.

   Remember the old Whole Earth Catalogue? It was the bible of those who aspir-
ed to live off the land, or on the fringes of American urban society.

   It's pages stressed improvisation to meet your needs, and dealing in ingen-
uity to attain self sufficiency. Frugality was heavily encouraged.

   Tho made for ideologically distasteful purposes, the use of military surplus
of all sorts was suggested and encouraged; witness the fashions of the time, in
which fatigue jackets and odd uniform parts were De Rigeur. In some cases this
was a political statement; an attempt to parody what was viewed as the rabid
Jingoism and mindless militarization of American society. Most of the time tho
it was a case of practicality and hard dollars and cents; this is good, very
useful stuff, cheap to obtain, and it's original purpose is irrelevant in the
current reality of it's use. To NOT take advantage of it's availability would
be wasteful.

   I agreed with that kind of thinking and still do, but I was and am motiv-
ated in still another way.

   I'm not particularly religious, but I'm intrigued by applying to surplus
gear the biblical injunction of turning swords into pruning hooks.

   Jesus said something like "He who hath no sword, let him sell his garment
and buy one". He might as well have also said something to the effect that
even if it turns out that that you don't need the sword to hack up your enemies
the money won't be wasted; it makes a mighty handy TOOL for other jobs!


   Wow. This is probably the strangest message I've ever posted here.

                                    73's,

                                           Mr. T., K9TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 14:06:28 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 09:06:28 -0500
Message-Id: <803484252.5284311@AppleLink.Apple.COM>
From: FRANCIS4@applelink.apple.com (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: Toons for Toobers

I'll admit it, even tho I was born in '53 and cut my musical teeth on KYA radio
(FM no less!) in 1963 and was a card carrying member of Gene Nelson's Commandos
I still developed a soft spot (in my head perhaps) for swing, thanks to Linda
Ronstadt's career detour (piloted by Nelson Riddle). So, in resposnse to our
XL's recent request I humbly submit the following for application to our first
45, with an appropriate "B" side following. (Hopefully I can grind out a
few more verses for FoT...)
 
-df
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
       Full of Tubes
       (For Bobbi)
 
Who's the lucky XL with the 348?
The knobs, paint and the cables all look perfectly great.
Can you just imagine chasing DX with that?
Probably get your worked all states in nothing flat.
Now listen to it baby and please don't be crude
I gotta own a BA that's just full of tubes!
 
Full of tubes
Oh, Boy!
Just seem them glowin
Full of Tubes
Oh, Joy!
L'ectrons are flowin
Vacuum's fine
'Trons in the ether
I gotta own a BA that's just full of tubes!
 
(c) 1995 SDA
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
      DX Inferno
 
To my surprise
300 watts on high
Shafts are kind of loose
Bearings flattened from abuse
 
Knobs are rattling
Set screws are gone
But it still pulls in Boston
In the wee hours just before dawn
 
I gotta try it out...
 
Tune baby tune
DX inferno!
Tune baby tune
Get that copy down
 
Tune baby tune
DX inferno!
Tune baby tune
Get that copy down
 
Modulation
Sure is a fine sensation
Workin' coast to coast
While the tube sit there and roast
 
Dippin the grid
and peakin the plate
Much to my satisfaction
The 390 sounds just great
 
I hear somebody call...
 
C Q C Q
DX inferno!
C Q C Q
Get that callsign down
 
C Q C Q
DX inferno!
C Q C Q
Get that callsign down
 
(c) 1995 SDA
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 06:04:44 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 01:04:44 -0500
Message-Id: <199506180503.WAA06142@hobbes.UCSC.EDU>
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes)
Subject: Re: Value of 10,000 B-17's

>From n5off@w5ddl.aara.org Sat Jun 17 21:53:41 1995
>Since there are just a handful of B-17's left, the hacking has stopped.  
>The same will happen to ARC-5's when (if) the value ever climbs.
>
>This whole thing can be reduced to $$$ as with most things.

Ah, if only real economics were so simple.  Have you checked the price of
dodo bird feathers lately?



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 16:05:16 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 11:05:16 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950618114731.5677E-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: "Tony Stalls (K4KYO)" <ras@us.net>
Subject: Re: Value of 10,000 B-17's

 
On Sat, 17 Jun 1995, n5off@w5ddl.aara.org wrote:

> The whole deal on the mods to ARC-5's has to do with the supply of
> these doorstops after the war.  There were bigillions of these boxes
> made, and they were priced for a song.  
>
> What if there were 10,000 B-17's on the market today.  They would be
> cheap and nobody would care if a guy hung a turbine engine on the
> nose.  This is (was) the same situation with the ARC-5's, BC-348's
> etc.  If they cost a song, why not hack them up.  You could always
> get more.
 
I don't know how many B-17's survived the war, but there were a lot of 
them and of course DOD regarded them as they did command sets and 
everything else of the venue:  Scrap.  The first victim of the Nike Ajax 
air defense guided missile back in 1954 was a B-17 drone.  I thought them 
"neat" airplanes and winced when I saw the newsreel back then almost as 
much as I would today.  
 
There's a common thread I've observed among the current generation in the
amateur radio community (which incidentally used to be called a
"fraternity"), it's a lack of appreciation for preserving traditionas and
artifacts of the past.  Whenever I've come across somebody doing something
in the veing of eschewing the traditional code requirement (or seeing
nothing wrong with grinding up boatanchors), it has been my experience to
discover that in an overwhelming majority of cases, I've found that the
individual doing it has been licensed fewer than four years and/or they're
around or under 30 years old.  
 
I hope the amateur radio we've all known and loved survives, but unless
something dramatic happens soon, like more people getting off their 
rear-ends and doing something about it, I doubt that it will. 

73,
Tony
K4KYO

  <ras@us.net>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 01:31:04 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 20:31:04 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.01.2.950618202924.gyoungma@gyoungma.gtetel.com>
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: Re: Value of 10,000 B-17's 


>
>There's a common thread I've observed among the current generation in the
>amateur radio community (which incidentally used to be called a
>"fraternity"), it's a lack of appreciation for preserving traditionas and
>artifacts of the past.  Whenever I've come across somebody doing something
>in the veing of eschewing the traditional code requirement (or seeing
>nothing wrong with grinding up boatanchors), it has been my experience to
>discover that in an overwhelming majority of cases, I've found that the
>individual doing it has been licensed fewer than four years and/or they're
>around or under 30 years old.  

Doesn't anybody think this issue of BA mods spurred on by the recent article
in ER is getting a bit deep?  

I'm (well) over 30, operate CW -- and believe eliminating the CW requirement
would be a mistake, have been licensed for nearly 40 years, deplore the 
current CB-like nature of many of our VHF/UHF repeaters, and certainly know
what a tube is.  

There is some sense out there that touching a hallowed BA is akin to
"grinding" it up.  There is a place for the perfect, pristine specimen -- 
whether its on a shelf, shrink wrapped in a time capsule for all of 
posterity, set on a table surrounded by candles and daily chants to the
hardware creators of the past, or on the operating table being used.

There is also a place for the use of these BA's in ways that may, to some,
destroy their "museum" quality.  My first receiver as a Novice was a BC-455.
My second receiver as a novice was that same BC-455 feeding a Q-5'er in much
the same fashion as the controversial ER article.  At some time in there
I acquired an SX-99 --- and used that same Q-5'er on the tail end of its IF.

None of the modifications involved "hacking".  The application of command 
sets in these ways is as much a part of their history as the B-17 or 
whatever.  The creativity of hams in taking a current or obsolete product
and changing it in ways that make it more productive and more useful is a key
part of OUR history.  Nobody does it much anymore.  The "VCR generation" can
program their handhelds but many know less about what's inside them than
they know about tubes.  If there's no "green wire" there's no mod to be
made. 

I guess I just don't see all the fuss.  I thought it was an interesting 
article and found it brought back a lot of fond memories.  And (oh, horror
of horrors!) if I had in my possession a BC-455 and Q-5'er today, I'd 
probably set them up exactly the same way - complete with a headphone jack
on that little front plate.

Grant/NQ5T  




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Mon Jun 19 07:27:50 1995
Date: Mon, 19 Jun 1995 02:27:50 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9506190032.A17404-0100000@netcom5>
From: "Hal R. Waite" <halwaite@netcom.com>
Subject: WTB:  Audio Output Transformer


Looking for an audio output transformer of five watts or greater 
capacity, 5000 ohms to between 4 and 16 ohms.  The unit does no have to 
be new.

Thanks.  Hal  K4GFI/7  halwaite@netcom.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 06:52:10 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 01:52:10 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.LNX.3.91.950618015555.29254E-100000@gxl.woodtech.com>
From: "Frank C. Gilmore Jr." <fgilmore@gxl.woodtech.com>
Subject: Re: Yellowed Hammarlund s-meter



On Sat, 17 Jun 1995 klaudon@PICA.ARMY.MIL wrote:

> Grant NQ5T writes:
> >I need the meter scale for a S-meter from an HQ-160/170/180 series receiver.
> >The scale needs to be tanslucent plastic, i.e. capable of being rear lighted.
> >
> >I'm looking for a replacement for an  HQ-160 I picked up last weekend, which 
> >has a very darkly yellowed scale.  Either a whole meter or just the scale
> >itself.
> >
> >Grant/NQ5T
> 
> Grant, a funny thing happened to me on the way to the forum, or last
> time I went to a hamfest, that is.  I saw a VERY nice looking HQ 170
> (I think it was an -A).  It even had Saran wrap carefully stretched 
> over the panel to keep it nice.  It looked excellent and original -
> not restored.  Really a pleasure to look at.  But what struck me was
> as follows - the s-meter scale did NOT have a white, or off-white
> backround (with fine black markings).  It had a sort of burnt-orange
> colored backround!  Quite tastelful, nicely colored, and it LOOKED
> ORIGINAL.  I think I have even seen this on a Hammarlund ad sometime,
> or perhaps, on the poorly reproduced photos that appeared on the front
> of the manuals.
> 

It was original.  Hammarlund experimented with that meter to see how it 
would be received....it wasn't well received at all.  In fact I got a 
letter from them authorizing me to replace them free with the conventinal 
ones if customers or owners still under warrenty were too upset....and 
some sure were!!!

For whatever it's worth.....and just trivia....they did the same thing on 
the HQ-140-X.  Not many of those compared to the 170s though.  Some guy 
in design had a thing about orange meters.  One tech told me on the phone 
they got the idea form the Ranger.  Oh well.  I made a few nice dollars re-
placing them...had to send the orange ones back to the factory though.

73, Frank
de K0JPJ ex-W5PVX ...-.-




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jun 18 18:40:40 1995
Date: Sun, 18 Jun 1995 13:40:40 -0500
Message-Id: <Chameleon.4.00.4.950618133728.grant@nq5t.gtetel.com>
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: RE: Yellowed Hammarlund s-meter 


>Grant NQ5T writes:
>
>>
>>I'm looking for a replacement for an  HQ-160 I picked up last weekend, which 
>>has a very darkly yellowed scale.  Either a whole meter or just the scale
>>itself.
>>


>
>But as far as your meter goes, Grant, you might just have what you're
>SUPPOSED to have!
>

That thought HAD occurred to me, especially since the circular dial scales are
in very "white" condition.

That orangy meter face sure is UGLY, though.  Especially when the radio is
set up next to my HQ-170A and HQ-180A which have the white meters.  And even
with the backlight, the meter scale is difficult to read well (not that it
has all that much to say)  :-)

Grant/NQ5T




